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SFI on its Own
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President and CEO, Sustainable Forestry Initiative, Inc.

W
hat new features can we
expect in the standard or its
certification, now that the

SFI Board has become fully independent?
The review process for considering

revisions to the 2005-2009 SFI
Standard will formally begin in 2008.
However, pilot projects are underway
now to assess specific aspects of the
SFI Standard and inform the revision
process. While it is too early to specu-
late on changes, we expect emerging
issues like carbon and biomass to be
at the forefront of proposed changes.
SFI carefully balances industry repre-
sentation with environmental and
social interests, both in the SFI gover-
nance structure and in the SFI
Standard revision process. Any major
policy changes must be approved by
the Board, which requires support
from each representative sector (envi-
ronmental, industry, and social). 

Do you expect to see new demands on
operational foresters and loggers under
the new governance structure?

The SFI Board includes logger,
forester, and landowner representa-
tion. In addition, thirty-seven state
and provincial SFI Implementation
Committees (SICs) bring together
local resource and forest operations
professionals to ensure that the SFI
Standard is workable on the ground.
This assures that any consideration of
changes to the SFI Standard will
include direct feedback from foresters,
loggers, and landowners. These
changes will consider economic, oper-
ational and environmental factors as
part of an overall objective to improve
both the efficiency and strength of the
SFI Standard. 

On what “quality” points does SFI
compete with other standard organiza-
tions?

SFI has earned global recognition
through rigorous independent assess-
ments of forest certification and
chain-of-custody programs. SFI is
endorsed by the Programme for the
Endorsement of Forest Certification

schemes (PEFC), the world’s largest
independent organization for mutual
recognition of national forest certifi-
cation programs. And assessments by
the United Kingdom government rate
SFI as “legal and sustainable,” putting
SFI on par with other organizations,
such as the Forest Stewardship
Council (FSC) and the Canadian
Standards Association (CSA). 

The SFI program is the only certifi-
cation program that requires partici-
pants to promote training, education,
and outreach efforts to assist those
with a direct impact on the land:
foresters, loggers, and landowners.
Much of this work is conducted or
supported through SFI Implemen-
tation Committees (SICs). This is a
unique strength of SFI that has been
recognized by leading conservation-
ists such as Larry Selzer, president and
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The Sustainable Forestry Initiative® (SFI), Inc. was established as a new independ-
ent non-profit organization on January 1, 2007. With more than 133 million acres of
forestland certified in the U.S. and Canada, the SFI Standard is North America’s
most widely applied forest certification standard. SFI, Inc. is governed by a multi-
stakeholder three-chamber Board representing economic, environmental, and social
interests.

The Board named Kathy Abusow as President and CEO of SFI, Inc. effective
August 1, 2007. For the past 15 years Kathy has operated a successful consulting busi-
ness focused on forest certification and market acceptance issues. She is highly
respected throughout the world as a technical and strategic expert on certification
standards in the marketplace. Kathy replaces William H. Banzhaf, who led SFI, Inc.
and its predecessor organization since 2002. Mr. Banzhaf retired on June 30, 2007.

FRA asked Kathy to discuss where the Standard may be headed in the future.
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Online Renewals
Many Foresters have experienced the ease and

convenience of renewing their annual Alabama State
Registered Forester’s license online. This is a service
that is provided to the Alabama Board of Registration
for Foresters through a private-public partnership with
the State’s digital government partner, Alabama
Interactive. As part of this partnership, Alabama
Interactive develops web-enabled applications to
streamline governmental processes for the benefit of
the State of Alabama and its citizens and businesses.

For your peace of mind this online renewal applica-
tion was developed with security of your information
as a top priority. Once you have accessed the renewal,
many of you may have noticed the padlock symbol or
the https in the web address, indicating that your infor-
mation is being transmitted over an encrypted connec-
tion. Rest assured that data encryption, as well as the
incorporation of many strict security measures have
been taken to protect your information with the Board. 

Alabama Interactive is a wholly owned subsidiary of
NIC Inc. NIC provides digital government solutions
for 2,600 state and local agencies, serving more than
61 million people in the United States. Additional
information is available at www.nicusa.com.

The Practice of Forestry
Feedback Furnished on the Need 

for an Expanded Definition

In the last edition of the Registered Forester, details on
the Board’s consideration of expanding the definition
of the practice of forestry as codified in Alabama Law
was shared with readers and comments were solicited.
The Board received a handful of comments on the
subject with a number of suggestions. The common
theme among the responders is that the law provides
leeway for specific actions and practices to be “inter-
preted by the Board.” There was the strong belief that it
is better to leave the law unchanged and rely on the
discretionary interpretation of the Board of Regis-
tration for Foresters to reach interpretations that best
protect the public and serve the interests of Foresters.
At its October 2007 meeting the Board agreed with this
sentiment.

SUBMITTED BY KENNETH DAY

SUMMARY OF BOARD 
ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES

The philosophy of the Board is that educating and
seeking voluntary compliance best serves the public
interest. Therefore enforcement actions first seek to
correct and rehabilitate before pursuing punitive meas-
ures. A summary of ongoing or recently closed com-
plaint investigations is presented below in tabular
format.

Complaint Number Status

2007-003 Non-forester using title “Forestry
Consultant”; satisfactory cease &
desist obtained. CLOSED

2007-004 Non-forester conducting timber
sale; satisfactory cease & desist
obtained. CLOSED
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CO of the Conservation Fund since
early December 2001. 

What are the areas for growth that can
increase SFI’s credibility and market
share?

We anticipate continued, growing
recognition of SFI-certified products
in green building programs and vari-
ous private sector and government
procurement policies. This recogni-
tion, combined with a comprehensive
SFI marketing strategy, will also
increase demand for SFI on-product
labels. This, in addition to the labels
of other forest certification standards,
means there are a lot of labels out
there, and I think all standards will 
be asked to provide a tighter range of
clear labels that are accurate and mean-
ingful to customers and consumers alike.

On the forest side, SFI has already
certified about 85% of the industrial
forests in the US and has certified over
70 million acres (28 million hectares)
in Canada. However, we still antici-
pate further growth with new
landowners. We are also exploring
new ways to make our procurement
standard more effective at reaching
out to and creating positive change on
non-certified lands.

Do you see growing demand for “chain
of custody” certification among SFI certi-

ficates or their customers?
Definitely. The SFI chain of custody

program is two years old, and we have
already seen tremendous growth, with
about 50 companies and 250 facilities
certified. This includes North America’s
largest paper manufacturers and
distributors. With the emerging popu-
larity of green building, interest from
the printing and writing sectors, and
government procurement policies,
just to name a few, we are looking
forward to steady, continued demand
for SFI chain of custody certification. 

Is SFI pro-actively engaging the emerg-
ing bioenergy sector?

This is an emerging issue for all
forestry organizations. Bioenergy
consumers of wood face many of the
same challenges to demonstrate envi-
ronmental stewardship that sawmills
and paper mills face. SFI certification
may some day be a valuable tool for
these organizations. Like traditional
forestry organizations, SFI certifica-
tion could require bioenergy organi-
zations to address the procurement
provisions of the SFI Standard to
demonstrate a commitment to sus-
tainable wood sourcing. SFI is taking
a proactive approach by beginning to
review bioenergy issues within the
context of forest certification. SFI,
Inc.’s Board of Directors will provide
leadership on how the SFI program

should address this key issue.
What can wood supply organiza-

tions—FRA members—do to make SFI
an effective force for sustainable forestry?

FRA members can help by visibly
promoting SFI and third party forest
certification overall as a positive tool
for sustainable forest management. I
believe we will continue to see the
marketplace increasingly demand
third party forest certification as way
to ensure the sustainability and legal-
ity of the products they source. We
need to focus on the real issue, which
isn’t what system is best, but rather
the 90% of the world’s forests that are
not certified and do not have a strong
legal framework to ensure conserva-
tion of the environment. By doing
this we will be helping to improve
forest management globally and
ensuring our forest sector has a level
playing field in the market.

Also, FRA members have unique
expertise that will help us to translate
the SFI Standard into efficient, effec-
tive on-the-ground action. In addi-
tion, the FRA members’ ongoing
support of our SFI Implementation
Committee (SIC) efforts that promote
logger training, landowner education,
and public outreach efforts is also
working to assure SFI recognition and
SFI Standard compliance. 

COURTESY OF FRA

ROSTER UPDATE
The Board will print an updated roster in January 2008. You may view your current contact information on 
the online roster at http://asbrf.alabama.gov/rosterofforesters.asp. To submit changes, fax the form below to 334-
353-3641 or submit the online Change of Address form at http://asbrf.alabama.gov/vs2k5/changeofaddress.aspx.  

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

Full Name:_______________________________________License Number: _____________________________________

Title:_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Company: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Business Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Business City: _________________________________State: _____________Zip:________________County ___________

Business Phone: __________________________________Business Fax: _________________________________________

Business E-mail: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Home City: ___________________________________State: _____________Zip:________________County ___________

Home Phone: ____________________________________Home Fax: ___________________________________________

Home E-mail: ________________________________________________________________________________________

continued from page one
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Agee, Jeremy  #2060
Triple “A” Wood Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 456
Pine Hill, AL 36769
334/963-4326

Bedsole, Mark  #2057
Georgia Pacific Corporation
7526 Hwy 114
Pennington, AL 36916
205/459-1132
mark.bedsole@gapac.com

Berryman, Brian  #2051
Forest Management, Inc.
P.O. Box 217
Savannah, TN 38372
731/925-8228
brian@forestmanagementinc.com

Booth, Matthew  #2044
Woodlands Unlimited
3242 W. Roy Parker Road
Ozark, AL 36360
334/445-0027
auburnforester@netzero.net

Daniels, Will  #2061
Webb-Taylor Timber Co.
P.O. Box 702
Evergreen, AL 36401
251/578-1840
webbtaylortimber@bellsouth.net

Davis, Preston  #2038
TIME Limited Forestry, Inc.
P.O. Box 613
Elba, AL 36323
334/897-5948
timeltd@alaweb.com

Dethero, John  #2047
Geo-Source, Inc.
115 Helton Court
Florence, AL 35630
256/767-2000
bdethero@geo-source.com

Gwin, Patrick  #2053
Boise Paper
4585 Industrial Road
Jackson, AL 36545
251/246-8419
patrickgwin@boisepaper.com

Havard, John  #2048
Heath Forestry Services
301 Long Blvd.
Brewton, AL 36426
251-589-2972
havarjr0@yahoo.com

Jarzyniecki, Randy  #2040
F&W Forestry Consultants

P.O. Box 250
LaFayette, AL 36862
334/864-9542
rjarzyniecki@fwforestry.com

Jernigan, Danny  #2045
Timberland Harvesters
P.O. Box 130
Eufaula, AL 36072
334/494-3541
danjernigan@hotmail.com

Littlepage, Connie  #2052
(Reinstated)
CFL, LLC
62 DeFerriet Court
Fairhope, AL 36532
251/623-9534
thelittlepages@bellsouth.net

Maddox, Robert  #2056
Alabama Forestry Commission
4208 Hwy 31 S
Decatur, AL 35603
256/308-0093
Morgan.County@forestry.alabama.gov

Martin, Jason  #2062
Tanyard Properties
1442 St. Mark Church Road
Hurtsboro, AL 36860
334/253-2139
jaspmartin@gmail.com

McKinnon, James  #2055
The Westervelt Company
P.O. Box 48999
Tuscaloosa, AL 35404-8999
205/562-5362
jmckinnon@westervelt.com

McReynolds, Johnny  #2036
(Reinstated)
Homan Industries
P.O. Box 39
Fulton, MS 38843
662/862-2145
homanfp@nexband.com

Minogue, Patrick  #2035
(Reinstated)
University of Florida, NFREC
155 Research Road
Quincy, FL 32351-5677
850/875-7142
pminogue@ufl.edu

Pinkleton, Benjamin  #2063
The Westervelt Company
P.O. Box 48999
Tuscaloosa, AL 35404-8999
205/562-5534
bpinkleton@westervelt.com

Pritchett, Perry  #2059
Charles Dixon & Co., LLC
P.O. Box 908
Andalusia, AL 36420
334/222-1168

Reynolds, William  #2041
Soterra
P.O. Box 489
Grove Hill, AL 36451
251/275-2355
brad.reynolds@greif.com

Rogers, Robert  #2058
Shoals Timber, Inc.
P.O. Box 239
Russellville, AL 34543
256/810-0212

Smith, Joseph  #2049
Rayonier
P.O. Box 564
Greenville, AL 36037
334/382-1600
jake.smith@rayonier.com

Tarver, Phillip  #2043
Auburn Timberlands
P. O. Box 3604
Auburn, AL 36831
334/321-1893
philtarver@auburntimberlands.com

Taylor, Ronald  #2046
The Westervelt Company
1400 Jack Warner Parkway NE
Tuscaloosa, AL 35404
205/562-5474
rtaylor@westervelt.com

Thompson, Tommy  #2037
Louisiana Pacific Corporation
1205 Rural Rd.
Thomasville, AL 36784-5743
334/636-1824 Ext. 222
tommy.thompson@LPCorp.com

Thompson, Gary  #2064
Alabama Power Company
431 U.S. Highway 23
Springville, AL 35146
205/438-5405
garythom@southernco.com

Thorne, James  #2042
International Paper
P.O. Box 250
Courtland, AL 35618
256/637-7230
mike.thorne@ipaper.com

Traywick, Jonas  #2039
T.R. Miller Mill Co., Inc
P.O. Box 708

Brewton, AL 36427
251/867-1216
jtraywick@trmillermill.com

White, John  #2054
Shuqualak Lumber Company
P.O. Box 25
Shuqualak, MS 39361
662/793-4586
courtney@shuqualak.com

Wilkinson, Damon  #2050
Gulf Lumber Company, Inc.
PO Box 1763
Mobile, AL 36633
251/457-6872
dwilkinson@gulflumber.com

Willhoite, Robin  #2065
United Timber Management Co.
P.O. Box 838
Timpson, TX 75975
936/254-2554
forester@unitedtimber.com

F o r e s t e r s  L i c e n s e d  i n  2 0 0 7

InMemoriam
We remember our fellow

foresters who passed in 2007

James D. Seaman (Inactive)  

Rep. Allen W. Layson
(#660)

Hooper W. Matthews, Jr.
(#2018)

William C. Blackwell
(#2032)

William H. DeRolf   
(#413)
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380-X-06-.04 Continuing Education

(13) Continuing forestry education hours may be obtained
from the following providers or through independent
study, so long as they conform with the requirements set
out above. Providers described in paragraphs a, b, c and d
below will not require prior Board approval. Licensees doc-
umentation for providers in a, b, c and d should include
the course outline and instructors names and qualifica-
tions.

(a) Professional Associations. Continuing forestry education
hours may be obtained by participating in activities spon-
sored by or approved by the Society of American Foresters
or other professional associations. A properly authorized
official of the professional organization shall certify the
number of contact hours of educational content of each
sponsored or approved activity.

(b) Educational Institutions. Continuing forestry education
hours may be obtained by completing nonforestry degree
or graduate level course work or by participating in contin-
uing educational programs sponsored by or approved by
educational institutions accredited by a regional body rec-
ognized by the Council of Post Secondary Accreditation.
The educational institution shall certify the number of con-
tact hours of educational content in each sponsored or
approved program.

(c) Government Agencies. Continuing forestry education
hours may be obtained by participating in inservice train-
ing, courses, or workshops sponsored by federal, state or
local agencies. The provider shall certify the number of
contact hours of educational content in each sponsored
activity.

(d) Forest Industry. Continuing forestry education hours may
be obtained by participating in inhouse training, courses or
workshops. The provider shall certify the number of con-
tact hours of educational content in each sponsored activi-
ty.

(e) Board Approved Providers.

1. Continuing forestry education may be obtained by
participating in activities sponsored by Board
Approved Providers, so long as the provider was

approved at the time the program was offered.
Board Approved Providers may only offer pro-
grams in the topic areas for which they have been
approved. The provider shall certify the number of
contact hours of educational content in each con-
tinuing education activity.

2. In order to qualify for initial Board approval, to
renew Board approval or to qualify for approval in
additional topic areas, a provider must apply to the
Board. The application must be received in the
Board office prior to the date the course is to be
given. The application must include the following:

(i) A description of the topic areas in which the
provider plans to sponsor continuing educa-
tion activities.

(ii) The names of all instructors currently offering
continuing education activities, a description
of the topic areas in which each instructor is
qualified to teach along with a vita or other
evidence demonstrating that each instructor is
qualified in the identified topic area.

(iii)Program outlines, including instructors, objec-
tives and schedules for all continuing educa-
tion activities the provider has plans to pres-
ent.

3. Board Approved Provider status shall expire four
years from the date of approval and may be
renewed by application to the Board. The Board
retains the right to monitor continuing education
programs sponsored by Board Approved Providers
and will withdraw approval from providers who
do not maintain the standards demonstrated in
their application. Board Approved Providers shall
notify the Board in writing of a change of address
or of a decision to withdraw from Board Approved
Provider status.

SUBMITTED BY FRANK WALBURN

Process for Approval of Continuing Education Providers

The Board has been receiving requests to approve CFE courses
after the course has been completed and also requests for courses
that will be given very soon. The Board only has one member
that can approve these courses. We need at least 2 to 4 weeks
notice before the course is to be given. Please review the follow-
ing language that addresses Board Approved Providers.
Currently, Al Lyons has the responsibility to approve these courses
for the Board. Please feel free to contact Al with questions.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Q Why are social security numbers required for
license renewal?

A The disclosure of your social security number is
required pursuant to Federal law 42 U.S.C.A.

666(a)(13)(2003) and Alabama State law 30-3-194(a)
Code of Alabama 1975. Information will be supplied to
the Alabama Department of Human Resources to
enforce orders of child support.

SUBMITTED BY FRANK WALBURN
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Foresters Granted Reciprocity 
by Alabama in 2007

Booker, Kenneth 
Regions Bank
P.O. Box 23100
Jackson, MS 39225
601/354-8118
ken.booker@regions.com

Britt, John 
MeadWestvaco
P.O. Box 520
Phenix City, AL 36868
334/448-6350
jrb2@meadwestvaco.com

Harmon, Robert 
Cuba Timber Company, Inc.
P.O. Box 427
Cuba, AL 36907
205/392-7496
bobharmon@cubatimber.com

Kennedy, Phillip 
Cuba Timber Co., Inc.
112 Shaw Road
Cuba, AL 36907
205/392-7496
kylekennedy@cubatimber.com

Mitchell, John Sr.
Mitchell Forestry Consulting, Inc.
1906 Daniel Drive
Corinth, MS 38834
662/287-0900
mitchellforestry@bellsouth.net

Moody, Christopher 
Todd Moody Forestry Consulting
134 Ashton Dr.
Lucedale, MS 39452
601/508-0509
ctoddmoody@yahoo.com

Nichols, Richmond 
Regions Bank
P.O. Box 23100
Jackson, MS 39225
601/354-8119
rich.nichols@regions.com

Reynolds, Teddy 
Reynolds Forestry Consulting - RFC,
Inc.
P.O. Box 1129
Magnolia, AR 71753
870/234-0200
teddy@reynoldsforestry.com

Riley, Frank Jr.
Southern Heritage Land Co.
P.O. Box 445
Hiawassee, GA 30546
706/435-9902
frankriley@brmemc.net

Tew, Jeremy 
Tew Forest Management, LLC
P.O. Box 8254
Meridian, MS 39303
601/479-5926
jeremy@tewforestry.com

White, Edward 
White Forestry Land & Timber LLC
444 SCR 18-5
Bay Springs, MS 39422
601/764-8733
wflt@bayspingstel.net

Gates Reflects on First Year 
on the Board

I
n the process of serving on the Board, I have observed
some interesting facts to share with all Registered
Foresters.

First of all, I would like to say that we are blessed with a
professional and efficient office manager in Alexis London. I
hope that many of you have had an opportunity to interact
with Ms. London. She is well organized and thorough while
being very professional in her approach to managing the
affairs of the Board of Registration. Her knowledge in the
affairs of the Board along with her other skills allow the
Board to function in an efficient and timely manner. Being
the only full time employee requires that she be able to
handle a wide array of tasks. Ms. London is certainly a valu-
able asset to the Board of Registration for Foresters. 

Secondly, we are fortunate to have David Wright, Ken Day,
AL Lyons and Frank Walburn to serve as members on the
Board of Registration for Foresters. It has been interesting for
me to listen and interact with them on a variety of subjects
pertaining to our organization. While we do not always agree
on various aspects of the Registration Law, we all get an
opportunity to voice our opinion. Their many years of service
have given me valuable insight into the workings of the
Board.

It is a privilege for me to serve as a member of this Board.
It is my desire to continue the tradition established thru the
hard work of all past Board members and to contribute to the
effectiveness of the Board of Registration for Foresters. 

SUBMITTED BY DARRELL GATES


